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stigmas 3, triangular, acute, connivent. Male flowers perfectly
distichous and uniseriate, -f- inch long and ,*, inch broad.
Spathellule of male flower .slightly longer than the calyx of its
own flower, acutely bicarinate, shortly bidentate at the apex
(fig. 30). Calyx tubular-cyathiform, superficially and obtusely
3-denticulate, slightly shorter than the corresponding spathellule.
Stamens normally 6, sometimes 7-8, equal ; filaments stout*
clavate-fusiform, abruptly contracted at the connective, connate
at the base; anthers linear, sagittate-auriculate below, obtuse.
Corolla about twice as long as the calyx, subterete, divided to
its lower fourth into 3 linear-lanceolate, thinly coriaceous
segments.
Fruits variable in shape and size, 1-2 inches long, ll-l* inch
broad, more or less turbinate, or globose-ovate, and slightly
longer than broad, or subglobose, always slightly depressed at
the apex and terminated by a very short conical top, more or
less attenuate below into an acute and symmetrical base, more
rarely rotund ate at the base. Scales disposed oh 12-13 ortho-
stichies, of chestnut or mahogany red colour, shining, strongly
convex, deeply sulcate longitudinally, margin very narrow,
scarious, blackish, fimbriate-eiliate, prolonged into an obtuse
apex. Pericarp on the average, *~J inch thick. Seed obovate,
rotundate at the apex, more or less attenuate and acute below,
sometimes 2V,1.> i**ch thick, and still thicker at the base; albumen
very hard, osseous, white and penetrated by intrusions of the
integument which. render it more or less ruminate. Embryo
situated on one side, a little below the middle.
habitat,—Indigenous in Madagascar. Extensively cultivated
on the Mascarene Islands. Naturalized in America.
illustration.—The specimen of Raphia, ruffia, shown on
plate XLVI, grows in the Botanic Gardens of Peradeniya, In
the centre of the crown a fruiting spadix is visible. The palm
was photographed by Mr. Macmillan.
2* &aphia vinifera Palis de Beauv. in Desvatix Journ. de Bot. II
(1808) 87, et Fl. d'Oware et de Benin I, 77, t. 44, f. 1. 45 (excL syn.
Gaertn.) et tab. 46, f. L a. b. e. dL; Martius Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 217
ted, 1); Beceari in Webbia HI (1910) 88.— Sagtts vintfera Lam. Encycl.
SuppL V, IS (?)—Safftts Ruffia var. p Willd. Sp, pi. FV. 4(te.-~~
ainiferum Spreng. Syst. veg. IT, 139, n. 2.

